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\ Que, fimul inverfim contriflat Aquarius annum, — . ‘oat’ 
“Non ufquam provepit, 6 silis utitur ante Papi Swabs 
© Quafitis patiets——x— ems Bor. 
TR gt Be - 


FH 


‘ 


7 e 


hill, inhabited by Pifmiresor Ants, to bealively 
Image of fe Earth, Pegpled by Human 
~. Creatures. This Suppofition will not appear 
too forced or ftrained*to thofe who are gpacainted 
with the. Natural Hiftory of thefe..litle Infeds, ia 
order to which P*hall prefent eader with the 
Extra&.of @.Letter upon this curious SubjeQy as it 
was Pablithed by the Members of the French Aca- 
demy, and fince. tranflated into Englifo. -1 mutt 
confers | was prin my Life better entertained 
than with this ive, which is of undoubted 
“Credit and Authority. : Pe 
© In a’Room next to mine, which had been empty 
* for along time, there was upon a Window a Box 
© fall of Earth, two Foot deep, and fitto keep Flow- 
© ers in. That Kind of Parterre had been long un- 
* cultivated; and therefore it was covered with 
* old Plaifter, and a great deal of Rubbith that fell 
* from the Top of the Houfe, and ‘from the Walls, 
¢ which, together with the Earth formerly, imbibed 
‘ with Water, madea‘Rind of adry and barren Soil. 
lying to the Souch, andgout of the 
© Reach of the Wind and Rain, befides thé Neigh- 
* hourhood of aGranery, was a moft delightful Spot 
* of Ground for Ants; and therefore they had made 
* three Nefts there, without doubt fer the 


I my laft Saturday's Paper I fuppofed a Mole- 


~ © Reafon that Men build Cities in fruitful and con- 


* venient Places, near Springs and .Rivers. 

te Hers amind to cultivate {ome Flowers, | 
* took a lewibf that Place, and removed a Tulip 
© out of the Garden into that Box; but cafting my 
© Eyes upon the Ants, continually taken up with a 
© thoufand Cares, very inconfidgsable -withirefpe@ 
* tous, but of the greateft Im ‘e for them, 
“ they appear’d to ine more worth of my_ Curiofi- 
* ty than all the Flowers in the World. I quickly 
* remov’d the Tulip, to bethe Admirer and Re- 
* ftorer of that little Commonwealth, «This & 
* the only thing they wanted; for their Policy, 
© the Order “py amoung them, are more per- 
* fe& that thofe of tHe Wifelt_Republicks: And 
© therefore they have nothing to"fear} unlefs a-‘new.. 


© Legiflator thould attempt to change the Form cf ’ 


© their Government. | fe 

© I made it my Bufinefs to procure themall Sorts 
* of Conveniences. [ took out of the Box every 
* thing that might be troublefame to them ; and fre- 
* quently vifited my Ants, and ftudied all their A&i- 
* ons, Being ufed to ago Bet very late, I went to 
* fee them work in a_ thiny Night ; and I did 
: ntly get up in the Night, 







e a View.of 





cir Labowrs. 1 always found fome going wp and 
‘ down; ‘anid ve bale One wos ihe they 
never fleep. Every knows ‘that Ants come 


* out of their Holes in the Day-time, and expofe to 
* the San theCorn, which they keep under Ground 


-|* in the Night: Thofe who have feen Ant-hillocks, 


[* have eafily perceived thofe {mall Heaps: of Corn, . 
baboutthei Nels. What furpriaed ine sft as 
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* That my Ants never brought out their Corn, but 


*¢ in the Night when the Moon did thine, and kept it . 


* under Ground in thg:Day-time ; which’ was’ cor- 
. traty to what I had feen, and faw ftill pra@tifed 
* by tole Infe&s ia agg an I quickly fowtid 
* out theReafon of.it: Phere was a PidgeomHoufe 
‘ not fagiftom thences:Pidgeons and Birds; would 
‘ have eaten their Gort; if they had-brought it out 
‘ in the Day-time:.’Tis highly: probable they knew 
“it by. Experience; and. 1 frequently found Pigeons 
‘and Birds: in that place, when I went to it‘ in 
* a Morning. [quickly deliver’dgthem from thofe 
© Robbers: “4 frighted. thé Birds nd with fome 
‘ Pieoes of Paper_tied’to:the End of @ String over 
‘the Window. As fdr ‘the Pidgeons, | drove 
‘ them away feveral times; and when they per- 
@ceived that the Place was more frequented than 


‘ before, they never cathe to it again. Whatis mo& - 


* admirable, and what'I could hardly believe, if { did 
“ not know it by Experience, is, That thofe Ants knew 
* fome Days. after that they had nothing to fear, and 
* began:to lay out theic Corn in the Sun. How- 
* ever, I perceiv’d-they. were not fully convine’d 


‘ of being out of allDanger; f@ they durft not 


* bring out their Proviftpnsallat once, but by de- 
‘ grees, firft ina {mall Quantity,apd withontany great 
* Order, that they might quick}y Carry them away in 
‘ cafe.of any Misfortune, watching, and looking 
‘ every way. At laft, being perfuaded that they 
© had nothing to fear, they brought out all their 
* Corn, aloft every Day, and in good Order,and 
* carried icin at Night. "t 

‘ There is a ftraig Hole in evegp Ants-N; : 
* bout half an Inch deep; and then it goes Gown 
* floping into aplace where they have their Maga- 
* zine, whi 
‘ that where they Reft aff Eat, For ‘tis highly im- 
* probable thatan Aut, whichisa very cleanly Infeét, 
* and throws out of her Neft all the {mall Remains 
‘ of theCorn on which the feeds, as-| have obferv.éd 
* a thoufand times, would fill up her Magazife, 
* and mix ber Corn with Dirt.and-Arddte, =< 

* The Corn, that is aid up Sy Ants, would thoot 
* under Ground, if thofe.infe@s did nat take care 
‘to prevent it. They bite off all the Buds before 
© they lay it up; and therefore the Corn that has lain 
‘ in their Nefts will produce nothing. “Any one 
* may eafily. make this Experiment, and even plainly 
‘ fee that there is noBud in their Corn, Buttho’ the 
* Bud be bitten off, there remains another Inconveni- 
* ence, that Corn muft needs {well and rot under 
“Ground ;.and.therefore is.could be ef no ule for 


‘ that\Inconvemience, by their. Labour.and Induftry, 
‘ ow ye the Mapter fo, that°Cert will keep 
Sry. in. their. Nefts asip adr Granari 
* They gather many {mall Particles of dry Earth, 
* which they bringi¢very Day out of their Holes, 
‘,andiplacethem. roundstovheat them-in the Sun. 
brings a final Particle of that Earth in 
wd -posars © pare ie S her 
"ig a aie re « oe 
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ucers, lays it by the Hole, and then goes 
other. Thus, in lefg than a Quar- 


i that Earth, and.cover it with the fame. 
y- "d this Work almof aye, 
uring the 
* went from the Window about Three or Four a 
* Clock in the Afternoon, they did not remove 
* their Corh and their Particles of Earth, becaufe 
* the Ground was very hot, till the Heat wasover. 
© If any one fhould thiak that thofe Animals 
4 Yhould ule Sand; of fimall Particles of Brick or 
* Stone, rather than take fo much Pains abous dry 
* Earth; 1 anfwer, 2 upon fach an Occafion no- 
* thing can be more proper than Earth:heatedin the 
«Sun. Corn doés not keep upon Sandtj Befides, 
© a Grain of Corn ghat is cut, beirig deprived of its 
¢ Bud, would be fill’d with, {mall fandy Particles, 
* © that could not eafily cor 
* that Sand confifts ot fuch fma 
© Ant could not take then up @me after. another ; 
* and therefore thofe Infe&ts are feldom to be feen 

* near Rivers, or in a very fandy Ground: *. 
* As for the {mall Pargicles of Brick or Stone, the 


4 giftnefewould join them together, andtutn 
* them a kindof Matick, wich thofe Ipfeas 
* eould.not divide. Thofe Particles fticking Toge- 
* ther, @euld not come ofyan Ants-Neft, and 
* would fpoil its Symmetryg . 2 

* When Ants have brane thofe Particles of 
* Earth, they brihg out their Corn aftersthe fame 
* mannet,,and'place it round that Earth;;Phus one 
‘ may fee two Heaps furrounding their Hole, one 
* of dry*Earth, ‘agd the other of Corn ; and then 
© they fetch o indét ‘of dry Earth, on which 
* doubtlefs tieif’ Cort wag leis OP * 

* Thofe Infeéts never go about this Work but when 
* che Weather is clear, and’ the Sun re ap 
© obfefv’d, that thofe little Animalshaving oneDa 
* brought out their Corn at Eleven a Clock in the 
* Forenoon, removed it, againft theirufual Cuftom, 
* beforeOne in the Afteruoon:; Tite Sun being very 
‘ pot, and the Sky very clear, I eduld perceive no 
* Reafon for-it. But half an Hour after’ the Sky 
* began to. be overcaft, and thege fell a fmall Rain 
* which the An@®forefaw; ‘whereas the Afi/ax Al- 
* manack had foretold that Mere wonld’be'no Rain 
* upon that’ Day. a 

* [have faid before, that thofe Ants which I did 
‘fo particularly confider, fetch’d their Corn out of 
*aGarret. L_gyent very frequently into that Garret: 
* There was oldCorn in it; and becaufe ever 
© Grain wes not alike, I obferved that ahey chote 
© the belt 





‘ft great Care to. provide themfelvés 
« with Wheat when they can find. it, and always 
« pick out the beft; but they can make@hift without 
‘ it. When shey can get no Wheat they take Rye, , 
« Oats, Millet, and even Crums of Bread, but fel- 
‘dom any Barley, unlefs it be in a time of great 
© Scarcity, and when.nothing elfe can be had. 
Bein illing to be more particularly informed 
‘ of thet Forecalbnd Induftry, :1 put afmall Heap 
* of Wheat in a Corner of the Room, where they 
* kept: “And to prevent their fetching Corn out of 
* the Garret, I fhut up the Window, and ftopt all 
¢ the Holes. Tho’ Ants are very knowing, | don’t 
‘ take thet to be Conjurers; and therefore they 
* could not guefé that I had put fome Corn in that 
‘Room. I perceived for feveral Days that they 
* were very much perplexed, and went agreat way 
* to fetch their Provifions. .1 was not willi 
« fome time to make them more eafie; for I a 
¢ Mind to know, whether they would at laft find 
* out the Treafure, and fee it at a great Diftance, 
‘ and whether Smelling enabled them to k@w 
* what is good for their Nourifhment. Thus they 


sn Ho ar, one may fee a vait op ber ~| 
a ' Partictes 0 i a ‘ .— r 
They lay dita Cortheaster qpound © 


of the Syn ;and tho’ the Sung 


out. To which Jadd, 
articles, that an ’ 


now. eral Experiments, that thofe lit- 
im e 


‘ were ome time ia great Trouble, and took 4 
‘ great deal of Péifis: They went up and down a 
¢ great way looking out for fome Grains of Corn: 
a 00K 






ey were Lometitnes difappointed, and fome- 
© times@hey did not like their Corn after many lng 
© and painful, "BxCurfions. What appearéd tome 
* @yenderful, » That none.of them came Home 


© without bringing fomething: one brought a Grain 
© ef Wheat, another a Griip-ef Rye or Oats, or 
‘2 ppicle of:dry Barth, if the could. get nothing 
S elfe. . : oe 

* The Window;' upon which thofAint had male 
their Settlement, looked :iato a Garden, and 
twO Stories highs “Some went to the further en 
of the Garden, ‘others to the Fifth Story,’ in quett 
of fome Corti.) ‘It was a ‘vety hard Pourney for 
them, efpecially when they came Home loaded 
with a pretty agree OF ‘Cora, Which muft 
needs be a heavy Barthen for an Ant? and as much 
as fhe can bear. .The bringing*gé that Grain from 
the middie of the Garden to the Neft, took up 
four Hours; Whereby: one may judge of the 
Strength, and prodigious Labour @f thofe little 
Animals. It appears from thence, that an Ant 
works as’ hard as aMan, who fhould wet, very 
heavy Load on his Shoulders almoftevety Day for 
the {pace of fou nes. "Tis true, thofe Infeg 
don’t take fo much Pains upon a fiat’ Ground ; 
but thet, how great is the Hardthip of a poor Ant, 
when fhe cartigs=a-Grain * tlie” fecond 
Story, climbi >a Wall wither Head dowfi- 
w and her Backfide upwards? None can hive 
a true Notion of it, unlefs they fee thofé little 
Animals at work in fuch a Situatiog,' The: a 
‘quent Stops they e in the: molt conven 
Places, are a plaj ication of ‘their Weafinef§. 
Some of them we ngely perplexed, ‘arid could’ 
not get to their Jourfiey’s ‘end. ‘In ftich a'Cafe, 
the {trongeft Ants, or thofe that are not fo weary, 
having carried their Cornto their Neft, came down 
again to help them. Some are fo unfortunate as 
to fall down with their' Load, when they are al- 
moft comeHome: When eae in they feldom 

ft? 


lofe their Corn, but-carry ) again. ° 
* I faw one of the couiageet a large Grain 


na 
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of Wheat with incredible Pains: Whemshe cameto 
the Box, @here the Neft was, ‘the migde fo much 
* hafte that the fell down with her Load, after 2 
‘ very laborious March: Such an unlucky Acci- 

© dent would have vexed a Philofopher. I went 

©@ own, and found her with the fame Corn in her 

* Paws: She was ready to climb up again. The 

‘ fame Misfortune hapen’d to’ her Three Times: 

‘ Sometimes the fell-in thé’ Middle atier Way, and 

‘ fometimes higher; but the never*let go her hold, 
‘ and was not difcouraged. At laft, her ‘Strength 

* fail : She ftopt; and ‘another Ant help’d her 

‘ t0 campy heciigadjewhich was one of the largeft 

* and fineft rot Wheat that an Ant can carry. , 
‘ It happens f@metimes, that a Corn flips out of 
‘ their Paws, when they are climbing up: They 

‘ take hold of itagain, when they can find it ; other- 

oe they look for another, or take fomething 

“Wile, being afhamed to return to their Neft with- 

* out bringing fomething: This I hage experiment- 

* ed, by taking away the Grain which they look’d 

‘ for, All thofe Experiments may eafily be made 

‘ by any one that has’ Patience enough; They 

‘ do not require fo great a Patience as that of 

* Ants; but few People are capable of it. 


The Remainder of this curious Piece foall be Pab- 
lifoed to Morrow. ' 


ADVERTISE MENT. 


Loft, from the Golden Persiwig in St‘Martin’s= | 
lane, between the Hours of 42 and at ‘Noon, on the 7tb 
Inftant, « little Lap [nae Liver red and te» his Ear. 
and Head sll Liver ed, his Cheft White and Shiagged. Who 
ever brings him to the sbove-faid. Moule, 6 be’ delwercd ta: the 
Owner, thall receive one Guinea Reward. yaad 
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